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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Fr. Tom Little   
059 91-34992 

Fr Liam Morgan  
059 91-31212  

Sr. Joan Pierse  
059 91-42565 

ASKEA PARISH 
COLLECTIONS 
Development €1,678 
Offertory €1,752 

*************** 
Emergency  
Priest on Duty  
087 2588118 

Askea Parish Community 
Centre Phone  
& Fax 91-42565 
087 1269709 

Mass Times: 
Askea 9.30am Mon-Fri 
Sat 7pm; Sun 9am, 
10.30am & 12 Noon 
Bennekerry Sun 11.30am 
Tinryland Wed 9.30am 
Sunday 10am 
************ 
Deadline for items for 
Newsletter if 5pm on 
Wednesday by phone or 
fax to 9142565 or email 
to office@askeaparish.ie 

Website: 
www.askeaparish.ie 

The Parable Experience – Engage 
 
Parables are not simply a ‘story with a moral’; 
they are much more than that.  Parables speak to 
the heart and command an alertness to all that is 
said and all that is unsaid.  We need to pay 
attention to the detail, but much also be careful 
not to miss the hidden meaning in the parable 
experience.  And it is an experience.  The parable 
does not end once we are finished hearing or 
reading it.  It stays with us; disturbs us; forces us 
to ponder.  Parables should awaken our senses. 
Today’s parable highlights the various ways that 
we do not allow God’s word to penetrate deep 
into our hearts and minds.  Jesus tells the 
disciples: ‘The reason I speak to them in parables 
is that “seeing they do not perceive, and hearing 
they do not listen”.’  Jesus emphasises the 
enormous harvest that is waiting for those who 
really ‘open their ears’.  Recently, I saw a You 
Tube clip of a 40 year old woman who was able 
to hear for the first time thanks to cochlear 
implants.  It was an emotional clip to watch and 
she cried and laughed and shouted with joy.  She 
explained how ‘the switch-on was the most 
emotional and overwhelming experience of my 
life’.  If we are open to the parable experience, if 
the soil is truly receptive, perhaps the Word can 
affect us in the same way.  In the coming Sundays 
we hear the parables of Matthew 13.  Perhaps we 
can hear them again for the first time. 

Jane Mellett – Intercom Magazine 
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Soap Suds 
 

This brand of soap has the same smell as once in the big 
House he visited when he was eight:  
 the walls of the bathroom open 
To reveal a lawn where a great yellow ball  
 rolls back through a hoop 
To rest at the head of a mallet held in the hands of a child. 
 
And these were the joys of that house: a tower with a telescope; 
Two great faded globes, one of the earth, one of the stars; 
A stuffed black dog in the hall; a walled garden with bees; 
A rabbit warren; a rockery; a vine under glass; the sea. 
 
To which he has now returned. The day of course is fine 
And a grown-up voice cries Play! The mallet slowly swings, 
Then crack, a great gong booms  
 from the dog-dark hall and the ball 
Skims forward through the hoop  
 and then through the next and then 
 
Through hoops where no hoops were and each dissolves in turn 
And the grass has grown head-high and an angry voice cries Play! 
But the ball is lost and the mallet slipped  
 long since from the hands 
Under the running tap that are not the hands of a child. 
                                                         By Louis MacNeice (1961) 

 

 



St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 

Fr Tom Little PP – Phone 059 9131559 /9134992   
Fr Liam Morgan CC 059 9143260.  Newsletter Items – 059 9143881.  
Deadline for News items: - 9pm Wednesdays 
Emergency Number for the Priest on Duty 087 2588118. 
Parish Office – 059 9142565 087 – 1269709. 
Website: www.askeaparish.ie;  email: office@askeaparish.ie 
 

Anniversaries 
Sunday 13th July 2014 at 11.30am 
Betty Doyle, Russelstown 
 
Collections last Sunday 
Development €297         Offertory – €342 

 
 
 
PALATINE G.F.C. Lotto Results:- 7/07/’14 
Lotto numbers: - 06, 09, 23 & 29.  No Jackpot Winner  
2 Match 3  winners  €100  each 
Winner    Seller 
Pat Breen     Sean Tracey 
Willie Lee    John Fitzpatrick 
Promoter's Prize Pat Carroll.  Next Draw on Monday 14th 
July 2014 in Palatine Clubhouse at 10:00pm.   
Jackpot:-€8, 200 
 

  

Kildare & Leighlin Weekly Lotto Results 

For Wed 9th July 2014.  Numbers drawn were 2, 3, 6, 31. 
No Jackpot winner.    8 Match 3s shared €1,000 - €125 each 
There was 1 Match3s from Askea / Bennekerry.  New Jackpot €14,000. 
Winner   Promoter 
Mary Woods   Mary Woods 
 

Tickets €2 each – available from Askea Parish Centre.  Please note the draw takes 
place on Wed at 4.30pm in Portlaoise.  Tickets must be returned by 5pm each 
Tuesday to Askea Parish Centre. 
 

 
Askea / Bennekerry / Tinryland Parish- Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes 5 nights from Sunday 7th September to Friday 12th 
September.  Price per person sharing is €749.  Spiritual leader – Fr Tom 
Little.  Booking through Tully’s Travel – 0599136100.  Single Room 
Supplement €150. 
 
Askea Senior Citizens’ Holiday in September 
4 nights / 5 days / B&B plus D and Tours to Castle Hotel, Macroom, Co 
Cork.  Monday 15th September.  Non members welcome.  Contact 
Marian on 059 9143010.  Bookings starting now. 
 
JULY NIGHT OUT on Wednesday 30th July in Askea Parish Centre 
from 7pm to 10pm.  Bingo, music and tea.  New member 
welcome. Contact Marian at 059 91 43010. 

Patrician Meeting  will be held in Cathedral Parish Centre on 
Thursday 12 July at 7.45pm. Title: Fr. Peyton. All welcome, 
refreshments served.       

  



Cemetery Mass 
The annual Cemetery Mass will take place on 
Monday 14th July at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Cemetery, 
Carlow. 
 

 Over recent years a number of measures were 
introduced to ensure people attending our annual Cemetery 
Mass can commemorate their loved ones with dignity and 
respect while doing so in a safe environment. These 
measures have proven very successful and have ensured a 
safe and solemn occasion.   
 
 The measures will be implemented again this year and 
will be as follows: 
Only cars with valid invalidity passes will be allowed into the 
Cemetery for the Mass.   
Car parking will be available in the vicinity of the Cemetery.  
The locations are as follows: 
St. Lazarians School, Youth Centre  
(pedestrian access through to Cemetery),  
O'Hanrahans GAA, The Hurling Club.  
 
 There will be a drop off point outside the main gates. 
This will ensure that the Emergency Services will have full 
access to the Cemetery and also help to prevent unwanted 
items getting into the Cemetery in car boots.  Very tight 
restrictions on vehicles entering the Cemetery will apply 
from 2 PM and the gates will be pedestrian only from 4.00 
PM.  People are advised to have all maintenance on graves 
completed by 2 PM. 
 
 

 
 Vehicles will not be permitted to leave the Cemetery 
for twenty minutes after Mass concludes. This is to allow all 
pedestrians to exit safely.   
 
 Gardai and security personnel will be on hand from 
early in the morning to enforce the above controls.   They 
will also patrol inside the Cemetery as well as outside. 
We are asking everyone attending to cooperate with Gardai, 
security personnel, Council and voluntary officials to ensure 
this cherished event passes off without incident and 
everyone can attend in safety and reverence. 
 
CALENDAR 
Monday 14th:-St Camillus de Lellis, 1550-1614, rough-tempered 
and gambler in his early life as a soldier and converted at the age of 25.  
Guided by Philip Neri he became a priest and worked for the sick with 
two companions.  His Servants of the Sick prospered and founded 
hospitals where others would not go.  Patron saint of nurses, hospitals 
and the sick. 
Tuesday 15th:-St Bonaventure, 1221-1274, born in Tuscany, 
Minister General of the Franciscans, Cardinal Archbishop of Albano, 
theologian of the Council of Lyons. 
Wednesday 16th:-Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK Belief 
Everyone knows how to be resigned amid the joys and happiness of 
prosperity, but to be so amid storms and tempests is peculiar to the children 
of God.       St. .Francis of Assisi 
 
 

 
  



 
KEEP ‘EM GUESSING  Are you busy on Sunday 14th Sept.? 
Well, if you have no plans made, please give yourself the option 
of getting fit, enjoying pleasant music and some bia is deo. It will 
come sooner than you think! 
 
Extracts from Bennekerry School June Newsletter 
Charity Fun Day   6th Class organised a fabulous Fun Day for the rest of the school on 
Friday 14th June.  Activities  included bric-a-brac, cakes, chocolate fountain, book 
stall, face and nail painting, guess the number of sweets in the jar, go -karting and 
golf putting, to mention just a few. €1,215 was raised for the Irish Wheelchair 
Association, Saplings, Cystic Fibrosis and Crumlin Children’s Hospital. Well done to 
the 6th Class pupils for doing such a great job organising the event and thanks to all 
parents and pupils for their support. A special thanks to all who donated  cakes and 
prizes for the raffle. 
Sunflower Seeds for the Hospice  Thanks to everyone who bought sunflower seeds 
in aid of Carlow / Kilkenny Hospice. A competition for the tallest sunflower will take 
place in September. 
Haiti Appeal- 4th and 5th Class pupils brought in gifts for impoverished children in 
Haiti. Mick Galwey (former international rugby player) visited the school with Susan 
Lawler who showed the children photos of her visit to a school in Haiti.  
Internet Safety  Members of An Gárda Síochána visited 5th and 6th Classes to talk to 
pupils about cyber-bullying and staying safe online. 
Tours School tours were organised for all classes during this month. The following is 
a list of the venues visited.  
Junior Infants – Nore Valley Park, Co. Kilkenny 
Senior Infants, 1st and 2nd Classes – Lullymore, Rathangan, Co. Kildare 
3rd Class – Dunmore Caves and Castlecomer Discovery Park 
4th and 5th Classes – Causey Farm, Kells, Co. Meath 
6th Class – Funtasia, Drogheda 
New Parents’ Induction Meeting  A meeting for parents of our incoming Junior 
Infants was held on the 5th of June. The children visited the school to meet their new 
teachers the following week. 
 

Person Required to look after a four year old from 7.30am to 
9.30am and deliver to Bennekerry School.  Contact 0086 1739226. 
 
  

 
Annual Mass and Wreath Laying Ceremony for 
Deceased Members 
Post 29 Irish United Nations Veterans Association will hold the 
above at the Church of the Holy Family, Askea, Carlow at 12 
noon on Sunday the 20th July 2014.  After Mass there will be a 
wreath laying ceremony and Military Honours will be rendered at 
the UN Monument in the Church grounds.  All are welcome to 
attend.  For more information contact Hugh Kelly at 087 6719154. 
 
VOLUNTEER IN AFRICA – Humanitarian Volunteers are looking for 
volunteers to travel to East Africa in Sept 2014.The volunteers will work on 
a humanitarian project for two weeks. No experience required and no age 
restrictions. No large fundraising. Volunteers will pay their own costs. In 
addition, the Group will visit the resting place of the Venerable Edel Quinn 
during the mission. 
 
New Oak Boys FC Lotto Results from draw on 7th July.  No Jackpot 
Winner, Numbers drawn were 6, 13, 16, 32.  Our lucky dip winner was Tracey 
Ryan who wins €25.  Next Weeks Jackpot is €1900.  Tickets are on sale now 
for €2 each.   
 
ÉIRE ÓG LOTTO WINNING NO’s Mon June 30th …1  3  10  20… No Jackpot 
Winner…1 x  Match 3… received €150..Colm Hayden c/o Colm…...Next week’s 
Match 3 win or share…€150    Tickets may be purchased from the Club and 
Riverside Stores in Hanover.  NEXT WEEKS JACKPOT €5,450.  Draw takes place 
every Monday night in Teach Asca at 9.00pm.  Juvenile training every Sat 
morning in Pairc Uí Bhriain starting at 11am.  Best wishes to the County team 
who take on Clare in the championship on Sunday next in DCP.  Haven't got 
your summer off to a healthy start???   It’s never too late....avail of 8 weeks 
membership for just €60 and finish off the summer on a healthy high.  Don't 
forget our outdoor Tuesday night class from 7 to 8pm.   
Also check out our summer challenge!!!! 
BINGO every Thursday night starting at 8.30p with our Jackpot standing at 
€420 this week... Live band music every Sat night with no cover charge.  
 
  



 
2nd Chance Debs Charity night.  Muisc, dinner and a great night out at 
the Talbot Hotel, Carlow.  August 8th at 7pm.  Tickets are on sale now and 
moving fast so please contact Cathy Doyle on 0879817092 for all queries.  
We are eager to have a full house on the night and raise much needed funds 
for Eist Cancer Support Centre Carlow & SOCK - supporting ovarian cancer 
knowledge!  The Eist Centre opens Tues, Weds and Thurs from 9.30am to 
4pm.  Phone: 059 91 39684 
 
CARLOW Pioneers meet to plan August Pilgrimage to Our Lady's Island 
and other activities at 8pm on Friday 18th July in Askea Parish Centre.  All 
members asked to attend. 
 
Youth 2000 Summer Festival, Cistercian College, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary 
from Thursday 14th – Sunday 17th August 2014.  For young people aged 16-
35, an opportunity not to be missed to experience the Catholic faith and 
meet many new people.  This Festival has been nicknamed the “Holy Oxygen” 
with over 1000 young people from all corners of Ireland attending last year. 
The festival is donation only.  Free buses available from towns throughout 
Ireland.  For more information and to book online see www.youth2000.ie or 
phone 01 6753690 or from NI 07598 876399, or join us on facebook 
(youthtwothousandIreland). 
 
Carlow Library: The ‘Mythical Maze’ Summer Reading 
Challenge is well underway and we are delighted by how many 
children are participating this year.   There is still plenty of time 
to get involved; just ask in the library! 
  

 

A Walk to the Cemetery 

I'm taking a walk to the cemetery this morning,  
be back before noontime for crumpets and tea. 
I have two friends who died not so long ago;  
they were brothers, treated me the same. 
Had not spoken with them since that night. 
The night it rained red glass and tears 
'neath the stuttering lights on Dawsonstills Bridge. 
Still, sometimes at night  
I am awakened by the sound of it 
somewhere still inside me. 
You see, Death....will always find you, when it wants to 
 
Thought it was time i stopped by to say hello 
and along the way, I picked up a gift. 
Habitual manners taken right to the grave...excuse the levity.  
''Never visit someone’s home empty handed'',  
that's what Mum always said. 
Flowers are always freshest when laid in the morning dew,  
still, by noon's end, they'll be wilting in the summer-haze,  
laying still, decomposing...and my mind takes to thinking 
just how morbidly apropos, this gift be,  
as I knee-touch soft soil...place the spray by your stone. 
 
[Now peace can be defined in myriad ways 
But I sware, that serenity had draped its veil, where I stood;  
And for the first time since their death, I sensed connection] 
 
 

  



 

So, I filled them both in, on the towns latest skinny;  
I could almost hear their voices upon the wind-whisps overhead;  
Took a look at my watch...and it was time to head home. 
 
Our time went by so quickly, did it not?  
Like breeze through branches... leafless. 
I really must leave, mortal duties, you know;  
God, I really miss you guys...Can you hear me?  
 
Yes, you're right, time, and destiny still be my keepers. 
but I'll be back soon, to share more news and memories.  
 
Just the three of us...yes, we will!  
 
And as I head towards the black wrought iron gates,  
I look back at the sea, of greystone and crosses,  
and in a moment of self-pity, I shout to the sky: THIS IS IT? !  
A sudden, stale mist tails me.....all the way home,  
follows me like a pestilent cat, gone stray. 
 
Made it back before noon, walked in to the scent 
of tealeaf, and cinamon...voices of life. 
Tea and crumpets taste freshest, before noontime,  
and silk flowers on a table never wilt, decompose. 
 
Think I'll take a drive into town, do my chores and such. 
Take an alternate route, around Dawsonstills Bridge.  
Then again, in truth... does it really matter?  
You see Death will always find me, when it wants to. 
 
.......Written August 14th,2007 Frank James Christopher Ryan, Jr 


